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Received 15/01/2016 | Molluscum contagiosum is a benign but troublesome viral infection of the skin caused by a DNA
virus, molluscum contagiosum virus. Children and immunocompromised individuals are commonly
Accepted 22/02/2016 | affected. Threading is a common practice of shaping the eyebrows. There are many dermatological
infections which can be inoculated by threading, amongst which Molluscum contagiosum is common.
We report a case of molluscum contagiosum in a 35 years old female who presented with
asymptomatic raised skin lesions over the right eyebrow for the past 1month.

INTRODUCTION

Henderson and Paterson described
intracytoplasmic inclusion bodies called as Henderson-
Paterson bodies in 1841. Juliusberg established the viral
etiology of MC in 1951. They are characterized by dome
shaped, discrete, umbilicated, waxy papules. They are
distributed on the thighs, face, axillae, sides of trunk, lower
abdomen. There are various methods for shaping the
eyebrows which includes threading, trimming, tweezing
and waxing.

CASE REPORT:

A 35years old female presented to our OPD with
complaints of asymptomatic raised lesion over the right
eyebrow for the past 1 month. History of threading was
present 2 months back following which she developed
raised lesion over the right eyebrow. No history of pain,
itching.

Dermatological examination revealed multiple,
dome shaped, varying in size of 1-3mm, umbilicated
papules present over the right eyebrow [Figure 1]. Scalp,
palms, soles and oral mucous are normal. Systemic

179

examination done was normal. Routine investigations done
were normal.

Figure 1. Clinical picture showing multiple, dome
shaped, 5-6mm, umbilicated papules present over the
right eyebrow
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DISCUSSION

Threading is the most widely and commonly used
technique because of its low cost, convenience and
negligible complications. Dermatological complications
which occurs following threading during and after the
procedure which are molluscum contagiosum, folliculitis,
pseudofolliculitis, verruca vulgaris, bullous impetigo,
hypopigmentation, hyperpigmentation [1-7]. It occurs
because the skin in the eyebrows is very delicate.

Molluscum contagiosum is the most commonly
transmitted infection following threading. Other modes of
infection can be from cotton puff, beautician's hands,
cotton thread, towels, clothing, scissors, lack of hygiene
and awareness. Threading disturbs the epidermal barrier
function of the eyebrow area and makes it more susceptible
to develop infections. It is characterized by dome shaped,
smooth, discrete, umbilicated papules. They may be skin
coloured, pink or white.

A central punctum is visible in all well-formed
lesions. It resolves spontaneously over a period of 6-9
months. Treatment includes curettage or diathermy, 40%
silver nitrate, cryotherapy, imiquimod, cidofovir and 15%-
20% salicylic acid and pulsed dye laser. The beautician
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